Letter to the editor
The significant association between smoking, age and gender, with no interaction between smoking and COMT Val108/158Met variants in patients with schizophrenia and alcohol dependence might be explained by the different effects of nicotine on social and interpersonal factors in mental versus healthy subjects, or by the different interactions between dopamine activity and nicotine in the regions involved in the regulation of the reward pathways in healthy opposed to subjects with schizophrenia and alcohol dependence. Although the hypothesis of the study was that COMT Val108/158Met genotypes will be significantly associated with smoking in schizophrenia and alcohol dependence, our study, with sufficiently large sample size (N=2502) and power (higher than 0.800), matched for ethnicity and gender, showed for the first time the lack of significant association between smoking and COMT Val108/158Met polymorphism in schizophrenia, and confirmed no association between smoking and COMT Val108/158Met in alcoholism (Foroud et al., 2007) . In line with previous results obtained in smaller groups (Nedic et al., 2010) , COMT Val108/158Met polymorphism was significantly associated with smoking in healthy male subjects, due to the over-representation of the Val/Val genotype in healthy male current smokers. Met genotype
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